[Neurological symptoms due to Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection in nine children].
Mycoplasma pneumoniae infection is common in children. Extrapulmonary symptoms usually reveal as neurological symptoms, mainly as encephalitis with significant morbidity and mortality. Various other neurological presentations have also been reported. We describe a cohort of nine children with neurological manifestations due to M. pneumoniae infection, including five cases of encephalitis, one of polyradiculoneuritis, one of ophthalmoplegia, one of optic neuritis, and one of myositis. Progression was variable from ad integrum recovery to severe brain damage. Diagnosis is usually confirmed by PCR and/or serological follow-up, but the latter is still insufficiently used in practice to systematically affirm the diagnosis. Therapeutic management is not clearly defined and long-term progression can be uncertain despite early antibiotic and/or anti-inflammatory treatments.